It was apparent that the concern associated with the long-term toxicity of vinyl chloride, while justified, was much too narrow in focus and that a conference to consider more broadly the public health implications associated with manufacturing, processing, and using polymeric materials would be useful. These proceedings reflect such a conference which was sponsored by
involved and attempt to estimate the appropriate balance of the two.
Speculation and hypotheses were encouraged as the first steps in progressing from a position of general ignorance toward acquisition of facts. Ultimately, this accumulated knowledge can be applied to the evaluation of potential adverse health effects and to the recognition (hopefully before the fact) of where hazards to human health exist and how they can be minimized. To achieve these final objectives, it it necessary to move from the speculation phase to actual research and data gathering efforts. This meeting was not expected to, nor did it, provide answers to all the questions that were posed during these three days. However, communication between biological and physical scientists working in applied and basic areas was achieved. This will challenge every one involved to consider new approaches and different viewpoints concerning the common goal of understanding the potential hazards of our environment and protecting human health.
Scientific presentations considered the manufacturing, processing, and additives used in the production of polymeric products. Results obtained from studies with laboratory animals and man as well as epidemiological data were summarized. Emphasis was also placed on the chemical and biochemical mechanisms of chemical-induced disease. The environmental aspects of polymeric materials that were considered included pyrolysis and combustion hazards, planning for disposal, and exposure potentials in indoor environments.
The papers presented at this meeting appear here substantially as presented. 
